
As I step into my role as this term’s 
WMBA President, I reflect on the out-
standing work and leadership of  those 

who have previously served our local bar.  As 
it’s one of  the largest local bar organizations in 
Montana, I can’t help but have a bit of  trepi-
dation as I take the helm.  Fortunately, because 
of  the past performance of  prior presidents 
and board members, the WMBA is in excel-
lent shape.  It would be hard for me to take 
it completely off the rails in one short year.  

I would first like to thank Tal Goldin, our im-
mediate past President, for his enthusiasm, hard 
work and for the numerous hours he contrib-
uted to our local bar.  Under his leadership, the 
WMBA has, among other things, started to join 
the modern era by adopting a primarily electron-
ic means of  communication with its members.  
Look for more development in this area soon.   

I would also like to welcome back several 
board members who have served so well over 
the last few years.  Carey Schmidt and Han-
nah Stone continue to serve as Treasurer and 
Secretary, respectively.  Director Alison Ga-
rab has been elected to serve as Vice Presi-
dent/President Elect during this term.  Tra-
vis Dye and Chris Decker return to serve 
as Directors, and we welcome new board 

members Katie Ranta and Beth Hayes.

With a team like this, you can probably under-
stand why I am reasonably confident that, de-
spite my tendency to take risk and test limits, 
the WMBA will likely continue to thrive dur-
ing my tenure as president.  And please rest 
assured knowing that each of  these people is 
ready, and might even be willing, to pull me 
back from the abyss should things go awry.

As we move together into this next year, I 
encourage you all to join us for our monthly 
luncheons.  They are held on the third Thurs-
day of  each month.  I have the pleasure of  
knowing many of  you; I would sincerely like 
to meet more of  our local bar members.  The 
WMBA’s luncheons are a great way to take 
a moment and meet your fellow practitio-
ners face to face, a circumstance all too rare 
in this era of  email and the cloud.  For my 
part, I can’t see any detriment in engaging 
my fellow attorneys over lunch.  And I can’t 
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Dave Steele was born and raised in Colorado. Dave received his B.A. in Politi-
cal Science from Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado, and earned his Juris 
Doctor from the University of  Montana School of  Law in 2008.

While attending law school in Missoula, Dave Steele worked as a prosecutor for 
the Missoula City Attorney’s office, and clerked for both the Honorable Robert 
H. Whaley, U.S. District Court Judge, Eastern District of  Washington, and for 
the Honorable Jeremiah C. Lynch, U.S. Magistrate Judge, District of  Montana, 
as a clinical intern.  He is currently a Shareholder at Geiszler & Froines, PC. His 
practice includes advising clients about business and commercial transactions 
and litigation, real estate and property transactions, construction contracts and 
disputes, wills, trusts and estates, and other civil litigation matters. 

Prior to his legal career, Dave was a professional mountain and river guide, worked as a mountaineering and 
climbing instructor and ski patroller in Colorado, Utah and California, and as program manager for the Colorado 
Outward Bound School’s international sea kayaking program in Baja California Sur, Mexico. Dave greatly enjoys 
spending time outdoors with his friends and family.

think of  a single time when I have taken that 
moment to chat with my colleagues face to 
face, and haven’t come away with some valu-
able insight, whether personal or professional.  

So, with that encouragement and invita-
tion, I look forward to meeting you soon, 
and hearing your thoughts and ideas 
about what you would like to see accom-
plished over this next term.  Until then. . .      
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Join the WMBA on Thursday, October 16, 2014, 
for the first luncheon of  the new session.  Justice 
of  the Peace Candidates Marie Andersen and 
Matthew Lowy will be speaking and offering a 

question and answer session. 
Please RSVP to westernmtbar@gmail.com 

WMBA luncheons are the Third Thursday of  each month at 12:00 noon in the 
Florence Building. $15 for WMBA members; $20 for non-members. 
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Courthouse CLE
The topic of the September 19, 2014 Courthouse CLE is “Preparing Proposed Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law.” Beth Brennan, Esq. will be the speaker.
 
Beth Brennan was admitted to the State Bar of Montana in 1995.  She taught at the University of 
Montana School of Law  from 2006 to 2011, was a law clerk for U.S. District Judge Donald Molloy of 
Missoula from 2003 to 2004, and practiced in a private law firm from 1995 to 2003 and from 2004 to 
2006 before opening her current practice, Brennan Law and Mediation, PLLC, in 2011.  She serves 
as a State Bar Trustee for AREA B.
 
The CLE will be held in Room 374 on the 3rd floor of the Missoula County Courthouse from noon to 
1:00 p.m. and is free. Courthouse CLEs are held on the 3rd Friday of each odd month, except dur-
ing the summer.  Although based on the Courthouse CLEs that Susan Leaphart organized, this series 
will focus on topics in addition to family law issues. For further information or to suggest topics for 
future CLEs, please contact Brenda Desmond at 258-4728 or Cindy Thiel at 543-6646.



Announcements, Questions, advertising inquiries:
De Die In Diem is published monthly by the Western Montana Bar Association.  It is designed and edited by WMBA 
secretary, Hannah Stone, in conjunction with the WMBA board.  For announcements, questions and advertising 
inquiries contact Hannah Stone at hstone@bigskylawyers.com. The WMBA is not responsible for the content of  any 
announcement or advertisement.  The WMBA does not support or oppose any candidate for public office or public 
official. For advertisements and announcements please provide at least one week advanced notice.  Thank you.
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Look for these upcoming Luncheon 
Speakers:
* November 20, 2014: Ethics of Legal Outsourc-
ing presented by Wilton Strickland, 1 ethics CLE 
pending

* January 15, 2015: Federal Court Update present-
ed by Hon. Dana Christensen, 1 CLE pending 

*Please review the WMBA newsletter for confirmation of each 
month’s speakers, as  scheduling may change
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 Western Montana Bar Association 
 

 Membership Registration 
2014-2015 

 
 
  
The WMBA is now accepting applications and payment for the 2014-2015 membership year.  
The cost is $25.00 per attorney for full membership in the WMBA from September 1, 2014 to 
August 31, 2015.  Please complete the following form and return it to: 
 
 WMBA Treasurer 
 P.O. Box 7451 
 Missoula, MT 59807-7451 
(Please print or type:) 
 
Name:   x $25.00 

Firm:   

Postal Address:   

Street Address:   

Telephone:   

Email:   

Additional Attorneys: (for firm use – provide name and email address) 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

   x $25.00 

 


